
spread by word of mouth that two Welsh guys had opened up a 
snowboarding chalet in Tignes. We definitely weren’t full that 
first season but we covered our costs. After a few years, the 
business properly started to take off – around the same time 
that I decided to leave Tignes…

It seems like you had a sweet set-up! Why did you want to leave?
I needed a change of scene. The idea was that I’d take a 
sabbatical for a year to travel, recharge my batteries and come 
back to carry on running Dragon Lodge. I spent a winter riding in 
New Zealand before ending up in Japan, a shred spot I’d always 
wanted to visit. I never went back to Tignes.

It must have been such a culture shock when you first got to 
Japan. How did you find your feet? It really was. I knew one 
other guy out here, so I stayed with him before moving to the 
ski resort of Niseko. Luckily Niseko is full of foreigners so most 
people spoke English. I met this cool creative Australian dude 
called Nic Brunner who had just bought an old lodge, a real 
renovation job. He said I could stay there for free if I helped 
him do it up. So I spent my first year in Japan riding during 
the day and working on the place overnight. It’s now called 
Blowhard Lodge, it’s still running today. More construction jobs 
popped up, so during the summer months I’d build houses with 
a small group of guys to fund my riding during the winter.

How did you end up becoming a mountain guide? After living 
here for a few years, I got to know the area really well. Guys 
like Ed Leigh and Matt Barr started ringing up, asking if I’d 
show riders and filmmakers around the resort. I became a key 
contact for guys wanting to come shoot in Japan, from Scotty 
Wittlake and Mikey LeBlanc to Nicolas Müller. Now I’ve made a 
guiding business out of it called Ezon Snow.

What is it that you love about Japan? The snow is incredible, it 
just doesn’t stop. From December to mid March, you’re riding 
the best powder you’ve ever ridden four or five days a week. 
I’ve considered other career paths but as soon as the snow 
starts falling, I find it impossible to leave. 

My wife is Japanese and we’ve just had our second child, 
so we’re pretty committed to Niseko for now. The weather is 
beautiful in the summer with temperatures around 30ºc. We 
grow our own vegetables and our friends run organic farms. My 
wife’s really into her surfing and we’re only 40 minutes from 
the Sea of Japan. Apart from my family and friends, I don’t miss 
much about the UK. We have a pretty great life here. 

When did you first decide you wanted to make a life in the 
mountains? I started snowboarding in 1986 when I was 11 years 
old. From then on, it was all I wanted to do. After I finished 
my A-Levels, I moved to Tignes and spent the first few years 
trying not to work a single day, just to maximise riding time. 
Instead I spent all summer toiling away in construction jobs to 
earn enough money for rent, food and a lift pass to last me five 
months. It wasn’t long before my brother John and I worked out 
we needed a better way to fund our snowboarding addiction. 
In 1997, we pooled together enough money for a deposit on 
a chalet in Tignes. This rad place popped up in Val Claret, so 
we thought let’s just give it a go! We called it Dragon Lodge 
because we grew up in Wales.

How did you get word out about Dragon Lodge?  We were a bit 
naïve at the time. We printed off flyers, rocked up at Board X 
Festival in London and gave them out to people. Slowly news 

“ The snow is incredible, it 
just doesn’t stop. From 
December to mid March, 
you’re riding the best 
powder you’ve ever ridden 
four or five days a week”

Owain Bassett left school at 18 to pursue a life shredding the mountains. 

Twenty years later, he’s built his own house in the Japanese pow paradise 

of Niseko and spends winters guiding pro riders around the cushtiest 

backcountry terrain you’ve ever seen. But how did a lad from South Wales 

end up living every pow rider’s dream? Nina Zeitman found out…
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Owain mows the 
lawn, Niseko style.
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