
retiling bathrooms before opening in December. It was no 
time at all – just five months – from deciding how I was 
going to change my life to actually doing it.

Did you set it up alone? Yeah, well the first season it was 
just my dad and I. We lived in the basement flat underneath 
the chalet. There were concrete floors and no heating. We 
didn’t have time to put in a kitchen or a proper bathroom for 
ourselves before the season started. It was so cold that our 
drinks froze in the glasses while we slept, but we got used to 
it. We spent as much time as possible upstairs with guests as 
there was central heating up there!

Did you find Slovakia a hard culture to adapt to? Yeah initially, 
it’s just a different mentality over here. When we bought the 
house, we were negotiating with the owner and they had this 
Doberman keeping guard while no one was around. The owner 
said to us in a really strong Eastern European accent, ‘And 
what do you want us to do with the dog?’ We were like, ‘What 
do you mean?’ He said, ‘You don’t want him? We kill him.’ 
Imagine trying to buy a house in England and saying you have 
to take the dog or they’re going to kill it! It was completely 
ridiculous, we ended up buying the house and the dog with it!

It must have been tough persuading people to come to Slovakia 
for the first time. How did you manage it? It was! I actually 
met up with Ed, the editor of Whitelines. I took him for a pint 
and a burger, talked him through what we were doing. He put 
a little snippet in the magazine promoting Slovakia and we 
had a tonne of bookings on the back of that. From that point, 
business has been improving year on year. We’ve now got three 
chalets that sell out every winter, but the first few years 
were really testing.

Now you’ve turned Propaganda into a year-round business?
Yeah! The winters are really busy but there wasn’t much to do 
in summer, so we set up a wakeboard school. I’d never even 
been wakeboarding before – I’m scared of deep water! But we 
thought it’d be attractive. So we took on instructors, bought 
boats, built a cable park and it’s worked out really well.

What advice would you give to someone looking to take a 
similar path to you? If you want a season of getting drunk and 
having fun with your mates, then go work for any standard 
tour operator. But if you actually want to make a lifestyle, 
think of trying something different or going somewhere new. 
The only reason Propaganda has been successful was because 
we took that risk in the first place. Find the next magic idea 
or resort – and go try it! 

How did you end up in Slovakia?  After I left university, I 
worked for Vauxhall in their warranty department. It was 
a thankless job and wasn’t what I wanted a career in. One 
year in, I got tonsillitis and needed an operation. While I was 
recovering in hospital, I was watching this TV programme 
that said you could buy a chalet in the Slovakian mountains 
for just £40,000. I wanted to go check out if this was true. 
So in June 2005, just a month out of hospital, I quit my job 
and went to Jasna, Slovakia. I quickly realised there was no 
chance of buying a house at the price they said. But by that 
point, I’d already made my mind up. I wanted try setting up 
a chalet there.

What did everyone back home say when you told them your 
plans? They thought I was crazy. A lot of people hadn’t heard 
of Slovakia. They kept saying, ‘It’s a huge risk, you could lose 
everything’. But I’d just finished uni, so there wasn’t a lot to 
lose – I was only 22 at the time!

What was Jasna like when you first arrived? There were no 
other British people around. Unlike Bulgaria, there was no 
English competition. Slovakia is really cheap and the snow is 
just brilliant. Jasna’s colder than the Alps, so it stays around 
for longer. The resort was mainly geared towards Russian, 
Polish and Czech tourists. It had the infrastructure but it 
wasn’t very well run. Now, it’s much more developed with six 
lifts, 72km of runs and a massive empty off-piste area.

So how did you go about setting up your chalet? I used 
my graduate loan as the deposit for the house and the 
bank gave me a mortgage because I was still in full-
time employment. I bought the house in July, arrived in 
September and spent a long time ripping out kitchens and 

“ We’ve now got three 
chalets that sell out 
every winter, but the 
first few years were 
really testing”

Paul was just 22 years old when he set out for the resort of Jasna, Slovakia. 

He arrived hoping to set up the resort’s first British chalet company. Eight 

years later, he now runs three chalets and his own wakeboard school in 

Jasna through his company Propaganda Snowboards. But why Slovakia, and 

how did he get there?
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S E A S O N E D

Riding in Slovakia has only 
one downside: running into 

the notorious Jasna flasher.
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