
How did your artwork end up on this board? It was completely by chance. 
Russ Cosgrove (creative director of Ride) contacted me out of the blue, 
saying how Jake Blauvelt really liked my work and would it be all right to 
feature a piece on his pro model board. Of course, I said yes. We chose 
On Meta, an acrylic drawing from a series I made back in 2008 for an 
exhibition in San Jose, California. Russ thought the long panoramic view 
would work well on the top deck of a snowboard – and it does!

It’s a really interesting, complex image. What was the idea behind it? When 
I was working on this series, I was thinking a lot about metaphysics – the 
idea of an alternative reality and what’s beyond Earth. My artwork has 

always been free flowing and abstract. I wanted 
to create an image of things the eye cannot see. 
Animals are universal symbols; they mean different 
things to different cultures. I chose the lion 
because to me it represents strength. They are 
posed here like gods mixed in with Indian hand 
positions. I like the contrast between different 
cultural symbols. The idea is that people get lost in 
the image and feel the power between the figures 
and the contrasting colours. 

Where did your inspiration come from? Brazil and 
the Amazon Rainforest has always been a huge 
inspiration for me. It’s in my blood. There are so 
many communities living there that are closed off 
from society. Their perspective is different to ours 
– they have a much closer bond with wild animals. I 
find this an interesting area to explore, hence why 
I include animals in my work. I’m always looking 
for new exotic inspiration from other countries – 
from Africa to India and the Far East. Sao Paolo has 
the biggest Japanese community outside Japan, 
so there’s a lot of Oriental references in my art. As 
an artist, I like the idea that you’re a filter for all 
these different influences.

So you’ve never designed snowboard graphics 
before? Never – I’ve actually never been 
snowboarding! Brazil doesn’t get any snow but 
it’s definitely a sport I’m hoping to try soon. I’ve 
been skateboarding since I was a kid, so I feel like 
there is some similarity to snowboarding there. As 
my first time drawing a snowboard illustration, 
I’m really pleased with how it turned out. I work 
mostly with paintings, murals and video, but it’s 
always great when a graphic design project comes 
to me. I find it amazing that someone like Jake 
Blauvelt is going to fly, to jump, to rock out with a 
snowboard that has my work on it.

What process did the artwork have to go through 
to make it onto the board? Well, all my projects 
begin on paper. I like to keep the early stages very 
hands-on. This piece was originally made using 
acrylic paint and Indian ink on paper. It took about 
three weeks in total to draw. I transferred it onto 
the computer, so that Russ and his production 
team could make it into a board. They had full 
control over the base design – and I’m really happy 
with the way it turned out. 

Do you see yourself designing more snowboard 
graphics in the future? Yes definitely, if it comes 
to me and I feel good about it. It was great 
working with Ride, they were really professional 
and friendly. I just think my most exciting thing 
about having my work on a snowboard is imagining 
other people riding it and doing different tricks 
with my graphics between their feet. That’s a 
pretty great feeling for me. 

Despite there being no snow in Brazil, 
artist Bruno 9Li (his real name’s 
Novelli – geddit?) took to designing 
snowboard graphics like a natural. 
Even as a kid, Bruno knew that he 
wanted to be an artist. He was brought 
up in Brazil’s southern most city 
Porto Alegre before moving to study 
graphic design in São Paulo and New 
York. His psychedelic surreal work 
has appeared on everything from 
skateboards to book illustrations – 
but this is the first time it’s seen the 
topsheet of a snowboard. In this case, 
Jake Blauvelt’s favourite Ride model, 
the Berzerker.
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